CHAPTER  IX
A PERVERTED  DEVOTION1

A ''DEVOTION" in the sense here implied is not
quite easy to define, but may be explained by way
of induction. We have the Church's doctrine or
dogmatic teaching about the Blessed Sacrament,
the Sacred Heart, the Blessed Virgin, Purgatory,
Indulgences; and in all these cases, as well as in
others, the teaching, which is essential, constant,
and universal, has given rise to corresponding devo-
tions, which are variable for differences of time,
place, character, need, and the like. As to the
doctrines, all Catholics must agree; as to the devo-
tions, it is "everyone to his taste/' A devotion
implies something more than an accommodation
of our will and our practical judgment to the
doctrine in question. Every Catholic must take
practical as well as theoretical account of the
doctrine of the Eucharist, or of absolution, yet
need not have a devotion to the Blessed Sacrament
or to the Sacrament of Penance. It seems, then, that
a devotion means a special attrait towards some
particular point of Catholic teaching, as harmonising

1 Weekly Register, i6th December 1899. This article, which scarcely
belongs to the series, is inserted here on account of its particular interest
as marking a crisis in the development of its author's life. (See vol. ii. of
Autobiography and Life of George Tyrrell.}
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